
Princeton Sustainability Committee Meeting 
October 19, 2016



Today’s Agenda

• Introductions

• General announcements

• Campus & Sustainability Plan update

• Sustainable Event Guidelines presentation

• Community Action at PEEC presentation

• Celebrating 10 years!

• Next meeting



Welcome Caroline Savage & Gina Talt ’15!



Campus & Sustainability Plan update

4



Sustainable Events 

Guidelines
Susan Farrell ‘17



All Our Ideas Survey: Top Responses

1.“Too many foam and plastic cups and plates at meetings and events.”

2.“Waste leftover from campus events.”

3.“Inefficient heating and cooling in offices.”

4.“Lights left on in empty conference rooms, offices, libraries and lecture 

halls.”



Data Compiled by Conference Services



From Princeton’s Sustainability Principles 

(Adopted 2014)

1.Princeton is committed to a “campus as a living laboratory” 

approach that engages the campus community in rigorous inquiry and 

demonstration of principled pathways to sustainability.

2.Princeton fosters community-wide awareness and action and is an 

exemplar of repeatable best practices for other institutions.

3.Holistic benefits (educational, cultural, research) as well as financial 

considerations are integral components of Return-on-Investment 

analyses related to campus sustainability implementation.



Proposed Sustainable Event Guidelines

1.Promote health.

2.Minimize resource consumption.

3. Practice principled reuse of all waste streams.

4. Incorporate data and feedback into decision-making.

5. Elevate awareness.

6. Establish and maintain consistent practices.

7. Incentivize sustainable practices.



1. Promote health: actions

• Incorporate healthy, sustainably produced food (e.g. 

local, seasonal, vegetarian, vegan and/or organic options 

(e.g. “Plant Forward”).

• Request sustainable food from caterers.  View a list of 

local sustainable catering options.

• Reduce use of toxic products

https://sustain.princeton.edu/sites/sustainability/files/Sustainable Catering Options 11-2015.pdf


2. Minimize resource consumption: actions

● Purchase low-impact food and materials.

- Opt for reusable tableware when possible and/or request 

environmentally preferable materials from caterers.

- Provide tap water in pitchers vs. bottled water.

● Use energy efficiently.

- Minimize energy consumption from lighting (e.g. rely on 

daylight when possible).

- Be conscious of air conditioning/heating usage.



2. Minimize resource consumption: actions 

(continued)

● Promote low-carbon alternative transportation.

- Publicize car-free transportation options.

- See guide on the TPS website.

- Give suggestions for public transportation routes.

- Encourage car-pooling.

● Publicize and present your event electronically.

- Use email, the University’s websites, and social media. 

- Encourage presenters to use electronic presentations.



3. Practice principled reuse of all waste 

streams: actions

● Ensure ample recycling bins (and eventually compost).

- Employ a 1:1 ratio of recycling/composting to trash bins.

● Distribute edible, leftover food (e.g. in the building or through 

the Free Food listserv).

http://www.lsoft.com/SCRIPTS/WL.EXE?SL1=FREEFOOD&H=PRINCETON.EDU


4. Incorporate data and feedback into decision 

making: actions

● Assess impact and perception.

- Distribute a post-event participant survey that includes 

sustainability-related questions.

● Consider audience feedback when planning your next 

event.



5. Elevate awareness: actions

● Include messaging about commitment to sustainability.

- For example: "____ is committed to sustainability, and 

minimizing waste generated from this event by emphasizing 

reusable and recyclable materials..."

● Include a “Sustainability at Princeton” logo in your event 

communications.



6. Establish and maintain consistent practices: 

actions

● Apply the guidelines at events of all scales.



7. Incentivize sustainable practices: actions

● Develop department-specific incentives.

- E.g. Student Crew Award for Reunions.



Guidelines Endorsed by Events Working Group

• Alumni Association

• Athletics

• Building Services

• Campus Dining

• Community and Regional Affairs

• Conference and Event Services

• Council of the Humanities

• Grounds and Building Maintenance

• Lewis Center for the Arts

• Office of Development

• Office of the Dean of Undergraduate 

Students (ODUS)

• Procurement Services

• Society of Fellows in the Liberal Arts

• Graduate Student Government (GSG)

• Undergraduate Student Government 

(USG)



Proposed Sustainable Event Guidelines: Feedback? 

1.Promote health.

2.Minimize resource consumption.

3.Practice principled reuse of all waste streams.

4.Incorporate data and feedback into decision-making.

5.Elevate awareness.

6.Establish and maintain consistent practices.

7. Incentivize sustainable practices.

Q: Could guidelines be applied 

to other operational areas?



Community Action at PEEC



Collaboration with Community Action

• Co-created curriculum with CA for Pocono Environmental 
Education Center

• Focused on "Sustainability as Service"

• 8 service projects with link between PEEC and Princeton

• Introduced students to sustainability programming at Princeton



CA Leader Highlights

Aleks Cvetkovic ‘18 & Maj Halaweh ‘19



Scavenger Hunt at PEEC



Sustainability Tour of PEEC



Sustainability Trash Art Competition



Community Action PEEC Service Projects





Thank you!
Next meeting

Wednesday, Nov. 9


