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This two-day conference will be an engaging mix of plenary sessions, issue forums and workshops. Our 
theme this year, Trends in Northeast Sustainability Challenges, will examine the issues universities 
and colleges currently face and anticipate facing in the Northeast region. Some topics to be explored 
might include: Scope 3 Reductions; Waste Management; Sustainable Food Sourcing; Net Zero 
Energy Buildings, and Strategic Planning & Implementation.   

We are seeking presentations that explore the sustainability challenges individual universities and 
colleges are currently facing and the challenges they expect to face in the future alongside how they are 
preparing for them. In addition, topic presenters should address how colleges in the Northeast region can 
collaborate to find solutions and address these challenges.  

Conference Format 

Keynote Address: A panel of Maine-based college and university presidents will engage in a Q&A 
moderated by the University of Southern Maine President, Glen Cummings. 

Presentations: A series of 25-45 minutes presentations on various topics. 

Roundtable Discussions: The final session of the conference will be an exploration and discussion of 
one or two topics surrounding campus sustainability-based challenges or role-based sustainability 
challenges such as engaging students, interdepartmental collaboration, etc. Suggestions for these topics 
may also be submitted.  

 

 

 



Topic Presentations 

The conference planning committee invites you to participate directly in the conference by submitting a 
summary of a presentation on any topics related to the conference theme Trends in Northeast 
Sustainability Challenges. Your expertise and insights will help create this conference!  

Proposals for topic presentations are welcome from sustainability directors, faculty, researchers, 
consultants, students, physical plant managers, financial officers, administrators, government officials, 
and other professionals.  

Submission Guidelines 

Presentation summaries should not exceed one page in length. Also, please indicate if your presentation 
will include a video, power point, demonstration, or other means to convey the information you wish to 
present.  When submitting a presentation summary, please include your name, affiliation, address, phone 
number and email address. Members of the conference planning committee may contact you to learn 
more about how your presentation could enhance the goals of the conference.  

Presentations length 25-45 minutes long 

Submission Timetable 

March 18th, 2019 – Presentation summaries due from presenters 

April 15th, 2019 Presenters notified of acceptance 

June 5th, 2019–Written presentations due from presenters to conference planning committee 

Selection Criteria 

The conference planning committee will select presentations for inclusion in the conference that best 
address the topics in ways that will inform conference participants of how to achieve sustainability 
objectives on their own campuses in addition to being somewhat interactive in nature.  

Summaries of accepted presentations will be posted on the conference website. Full written 
presentations will be included in proceedings of the conference. 

Where to Send Topic Presentation Summary 

Email to: Karina Graeter at karina.graeter@maine.edu 
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____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
The Northeast Campus Sustainability Consortium (NECSC) was established in October 2004 to 
support the goals of the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development by advancing campus 
sustainability action in the northeast region. Participants at the 2004 meeting at the University of New 
Hampshire agreed to form a consortium and to meet annually through 2014, the final year of the UN 
Decade period. The 2005 meeting was hosted by Harvard University and 2006 at Yale University. The 
purpose of the conferences is to provide close networking opportunities, professional development, and 
access to the area’s vibrant and growing college and university sustainability practitioner community, 
while assessing the region’s progress towards meeting the UN Decade goals such as promoting the 
vision of and transition to sustainable development – through all forms of education, public awareness 
and training. We represent a growing network of institutions of higher education from the northeast 
United States and Eastern Canadian Provinces.   
 

 


